/_CBenefits of Shore Fishing) N

As part of “Provisioning Fisheries” project, funded by
the Great Lakes Fishery Commission, six focus groups
were held with fishers in Detroit, Ml throughout 2024 to
understand the importance of shore fishing. The key
benefits shore fishers get from fishing, processing,
\sharing, and eating their catch include: )

Health )

Shore fishing contributes to the physical health, mental health and
wellbeing of fishers by keeping them active and by contributing to
stress relief, relaxation, and enjoyment when fishing, processing,
cooking, and eating locally caught fish.

Connection )

Shore fishing supports relationships among community members,

friends, and family, including ancestors, through co-participation in

activities such as fishing, processing, cooking, and eating locally

caught fish. Connection to nature and place, as well as connection to
Qneself (i.e. identity) are also important benefits for many shore fishersj

Knowledge )

Shore fishing provides fishers with an opportunity to continually learn
new fishing techniques, improve their processing skills, and cook fish in
new ways as well as share their knowledge with and learn from others.

ad Food ) N

Shore fishing provides many fishers with an important food source. For
some it alleviates hunger and economic stress, for others it provides a
personal, spiritual or otherwise meaningful source of food that differs
from fish that could be purchased at the store in freshness, taste, and
\knowledge over its origin and handling. /
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/C Recommendations )

As part of “Provisioning Fisheries” project, funded by the
Great Lakes Fishery Commission, six focus groups were held
with fishers in Detroit, MI throughout 2024 to understand the
how shore fishing experiences can be improved. The
@Ilowing problems and solutions were identified: J

N
el Access ) ~

1. Improve shoreline access and reduce crowding at shore fishing sites by:

o Extending park hours to midnight so shore fishers can access sites after
work, when fish are biting at dark, and without having negative interactions
with the police.

o Repairing the Belle Isle fishing pier to provide more shore fishing
opportunities in deeper waters and reduce snags.

o Habitat restoration along the shoreline to improve fishing experiences.

o Improving facilities at existing sites to include trash cans, cleaning stations,

K and parking for those with mobility challenges. /

Conflict )
S

1. Creation of a buffer zone, or required distance from shore, for boat fishers to
allow shore fishers space to cast without conflict.

2.Require law enforcement to provide explanations to fishers when removing them
from fishing sites.

/( Food ) ™

I. Investment in research and programs to improve fish health and water quality
in line with fisher concerns about food safety related to fish disease, parasites,
and contaminant exposure.

2. Provide free fishing licenses to fishers that qualify for government food

K assistance programs (SNAP, WIC). /

/( Education ) ™

1. Investment in fishing education programs to:

o Engage inner city youth in fisheries to prevent violence, promote
conservation, and alleviate hunger. Transportation to fishing sites should be
included in youth-based programs.

o Teach fishers to identify invasive species versus “trash” fish and understand
best practices for handling each.

k o Create jobs in the community for program leaders. /
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